
Minutes of the meeting of High Lane Village Neighbourhood Forum 

Steering Committee  

Date: 29/1/19   Time:  7.30pm     Venue: Windlehurst Meeting Room 

Present: Richard Jones, Cllr Kenny Blair, Ann Young, Helen Stocks, Janet Burks, 

Trish Freeman, Annette Hargreaves, Neil Ball, Carol Taylor Bruce, Sheila 

Harrop, Hilary Stephenson (Chair of Residents Association),  Steve Williams, 

Aaron Thornley, Barry Sequeira, Mike Arnold, Kevin Monaghan, Claire 

Porterfield 

Apologies:  Jeni Regan, Louise Kirkwell, Anne Walker, Cllr MacAllister, Paul 

Vickers, Angela Sequeira, Trish Conroy, Jean Fildes 

1) The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 

2) Matters Arising: Report back from SMBC 

Richard Jones reported on a meeting called by SMBC with the 4 local 

neighbourhood forums to discuss progress so far.  Richard stated that the 

meeting was generally a positive one  and provided an opportunity to 

commend some of the council’s policies such as brown field preference, their 

emphasis on sustainability and improved I.T.   

The reduction from 4000 to 500 houses in the revised GMSF plan was also 

appreciated although it was pointed out that nationally there is a commitment 

to not re-designate more than 2 to 3% of the existing greenbelt  land whereas 

GMSF proposals use 5%. The council will be sending out notes and slides from 

the meeting.  

Action: Richard will circulate the notes and slides  

Questions from attendees: Why are 2 sites are now proposed at High Lane? 

The answer was that building could not take place over the Disley Tunnel and 

the northern site cannot be divided as the aim is to only have a primary access 

road directly out onto the A6.  

Where did the idea of a new rail station at Brookside come from since this 

does not appear on GMSF or the Transport policy? It was  suggested that 

people raise this point when responding to the consultation.  



What is Stockport’s policy on housing density and do the proposed sites 

allow enough room for 500 houses? Cllr Blair pointed out that  the proposed 

development stipulates  500 dwellings – so some properties could be 

apartments or similar which take less space. The Stockport Local Plan will have 

information on Stockport’s policy on housing density in it.  

Where can sustainability information re High Lane be found? Cllr Blair 

suggested looking at the council’s Planning Portal to find this. He stated that at  

a recent  Scrutiny Committee meeting he had raised the question of whether 

High Lane could sustain  new housing and was referred to a technical 

assessment which had been done. He asked to see this but has not received it 

yet.  

SMBC have said they will be holding another meeting with the forums after the 

consultation results on the revised GMSF have been received. 

A useful link on Green belt from CPRE: 

https://www.cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/housing-and-planning/green-belts/in-

depth 

3) Committee Membership 

There are currently 12 consistently active members of the committee with 

other people offering time and support for shorter periods . Any forum 

member is eligible to join the committee up to 18 people. People can  

contribute for short periods of time sharing their expertise/interest on a 

particular project providing they support the NF’s  aims.  

Richard went through the criteria for membership of the HLVNF steering 

committee.  He outlined that joining the committee means:  

 You have a commitment to support the forum’s activities and the work 

of the groups and to liaise with other people on the committee.  

 You have read and support the forum’s constitution ( on the web site: 

hlvnf.org)which states the forum has a positive open approach to 

neighbourhood planning and does not have a closed NIMBY mentality.  

 You are committed to representing the community’s views.  



 Action: 1)Claire to recirculate current committee membership list with the 

above information to confirm current committee members all wish to stay on 

the committee 2) All forum members including newer members to be 

contacted and asked if they wish to consider joining the committee having 

read the above criteria.   

4) Welcome to the prospective Treasurer 

Steve Williams was welcomed by the committee and thanked for considering 

taking on the role of Treasurer.  He has been in touch with Richard with some 

questions already and has arranged to meet with Barry Sequeira,  the treasurer 

of the Residents Association, to familiarise himself with procedures and ways 

of working. Barry explained that with the closure of all local branches of RBS 

the account is now with Nat West in Hazel Grove.  

Action: Richard to e mail  Steve information re the operation of the bank 

account.  

5) Draft 1 Version 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan 

 Louise has sent this to the committee with a small number of points to 

be added/ amended. Text in red means this information is still needed. 

Text in green means this is latest additions and changes since version 2.  

Action: Committee members are asked to read through the Plan and send any 

further information to Jeni who will forward it to Louise. For ease of 

recognition please head the e mail: Draft Plan Version 3 . To be received by 

13th February to give Louise time to incorporate changes before the next 

committee meeting. Richard asked that new sections such as the section on 

views  be looked at particularly.  

 Timings: It is likely that the final draft plan and referendum on the plan 

will take place after the summer. The Stockport Local Plan has a 

consultation over the summer and SMBC do not want two consultations 

running at the same time. 

 Grant money for consultant support will run out in March. Louise will do 

some preparation on  Regulation 14 during March and then the 

committee will finish it off.  



 A question was asked about whether there is a reference in the 

Neighbourhood Plan to the Revised GMSF. The answer was yes on page 

27.Another question was asked as to whether people with a local 

connection may have early consideration for any new properties. There 

is a reference to this in version 3 on page 35. A discussion took place. An 

example was given of two local people who work in High Lane and would 

like to live here but are currently unable to do so. It was suggested that 

local should mean Stockport people rather than just High Lane. This is to 

be discussed further.  

 Cllr Blair stated the recent Waterhouse development in Disley included a 

local connection through Section 106 related to affordable rented 

property.   

Action: Barry offered to check out the Disley ‘s policy on this.  

It was pointed out that in one of the  new Marple developments only 5% of 

properties are “affordable”. GMSF have stated in the proposed High Lane 

developments there will be 30% affordable and it was agreed it will be 

important to hold the LPA and developers to this GMSF plan commitment. 

Action: It was suggested we look for examples of places where developers 

have delivered on the percentage of affordable properties originally 

promised and examine the small print carefully on any High lane 

development proposals.         

6) Design Codes for the Plan 

Jeni  will be working on this these with Louise, the forum’s consultant,  who is 

doing a walk round the village next week with a forum member to get a 

detailed idea of property styles. Richard suggested newer committee 

members/forum members may like to support this section of the Plan.  

Ideas for inclusion in the Code: all properties to have gardens and low fencing, 

reasonable size plots , no flat roofs, adequate parking allocations, roads of 

sufficient width, roads designed to prevent rat runs/speeding, space for 

recycling bins, solar panels, electric charging points, tree planting, hedgerows 

round the development, soft planting, green strip round the development,  



Action: Committee to send feedback /further ideas on design codes to Jeni   

and ideas to be finalised at the next meeting.        

 

7) Summary document of the aims and purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan.  

Trish was thanked very much for producing this and various 

amendments/additions were suggested. It is hoped this short summary will 

ensure all residents are clear about the NP and its  timeline for the year  and 

that  this will increase engagement with  and  participation in the next rounds 

of consultation.  Once complete it will be put through letter boxes, as well as 

on the web site, Facebook Page and e mailed out to forum members/ Partners.    

Action: Leaders of the 4 subgroups to look over their sub section on the 

summary and make any changes they feel necessary and feedback to Trish 

before the next meeting.  

Action: Aerial photograph of High Lane for inclusion in the summary to be sent 

by Annette to Trish 

  Action: Richard to look over the layout of Timeline paragraph with Trish 

8) (a) Responding to Developers/Interested Parties 

 A  developer representing a local landowner has asked for meetings and 

updates from the Neighbourhood Forum. The forum has taken advice on this 

matter from the council and Locality(national network supporting community 

organisations) . It was decided the developer will be included in the Forum’s 

"contacts" for minutes and any updates sent out by e mail from the forum but 

at this stage the forum will not hold meetings with them, or any other 

developers, being guided by the principle of trying to achieve a balance 

between being open to speak to all interested parties with the need to be fair 

to all and avoid undue influence. All developers and other interested parties 

will have the required opportunity to respond to the draft Plan consultation 

and related Open Days etc. 

Action: Richard will e mail a response . 

  



(b) NF’s Response to revised GMSF 

Action: All: It was agreed that committee members read the revised document 

and consider their responses which will be discussed and collated at February’s 

meeting in preparation for sending the response which will be published on 

the web site.  

9) AOB 

 Annette passed on a message from SSGB thanking anyone who contributed 

to the air quality monitoring fund. Hilary stated that the Residents 

Association had  given £100 having ascertained the money would be used 

for this specific purpose. Once monitoring has been carried out, SSGB have 

agreed to share the data. Cllr Blair  is happy to act as liaison for this. The 

Neighbourhood Forum aims to maximise the value of the data through 

passing it to an expert for independent review and analysis. 

Action: Neil to contact a consultant at Manchester Met.  

 It was stated that a concerned resident in High Lane is paying for traffic 

monitoring through the village to be carried out.  

 Neil will be meeting with Andy Burnham and has the chance to ask 3 

questions. He intends to ask about the GM Clean Air Plan and how it relates 

to High Lane, how the proposed development is sustainable and the fact 

there has been no firm commitment to infrastructure for a development of 

this size.  

 Richard thanked Hilary for her attendance at tonight’s meeting and for the 

support of the Residents Association generally. He suggested they have a  

meeting so that the Residents Association and Neighbourhood Plan can 

clarify who is doing which tasks in High Lane and the information can be put 

on the web sites of both groups  for the benefit of residents. 

Action: Richard and Hilary to arrange to meet in early February.    

 Cllr Blair was thanked by Richard for organising the public meeting on 9th 

January which people felt had been a good meeting in which residents 

had a chance to express a range of views. Cllr Blair has produced a 

‘Points to Consider’ leaflet to support people in responding to the 



consultation. He emphasised the importance of everyone responding  as 

individuals as well as part of any organisation which they belong to.  

 Sheila thanked Richard for his presentation at the U3A meeting on 9th 

January which was felt to have been successful in its aim of raising 

awareness of the NP and  engaging more residents with the plan. Many 

U3A members   came to read the information boards and to discuss the 

neighbourhood plan with Richard and other committee members 

present.    

 Jean Fildes who was due to attend tonight but had to cancel due to the 

snow, hopes to attend at March’s meeting to speak to the NF about 

Conservation. 

 Dates to Remember: Drop in event organised by SMBC re.revised GMSF  

development proposals at High Lane Village Hall, Windlehurst Road SK6 

8AB, Tuesday 26th February 3.0pm –8.30pm . The event allows residents 

and those interested in learning more about the proposals to come and 

view the information and talk to officers about the proposals. This is part 

of the consultation on the revised plan. 

 

10) Next Neighbourhood Forum Committee Meeting 

Date: 19th February  Time: 7.30pm   Venue: Windlehurst Meeting 

Room beside Windlehurst Methodist Church. 

 

All are welcome 

 


