
Minutes of Meeting of High Lane Village Neighbourhood Forum 

Date:  25th May 2021                      Time: 7.30pm                              Venue :  Windlehurst 

Church 

Present: Richard Jones, Janet Burks, Ann Young, Helen Stocks, Anne Walker, Trish Freeman, 

Claire Porterfield, Cllr Aron Thornley 

Apologies: Carol Taylor Bruce, Trisha Conroy 

Richard welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

1) Report on SMBC meeting  

1) This meeting was held virtually on May  20th. Steven Johnson and Jonathan Mayo from 

SMBC were present and Richard, Janet and Claire from the forum.  The Independent 

Examiner sent out his draft report for fact checking to SMBC and the Forum in advance of 

the meeting.  The purpose of the meeting was to reflect upon the IE’s comments and 

recommendations.  The amendments were as expected based on the IE’s Initial Report and, 

after discussion, were agreed upon by the Forum and SMBC in order for the Plan to meet 

the Basic Conditions required for its acceptance.  The IE’s Final Report is expected early 

June.(It has been received on 1st June)    

2) The Forum were asked by SMBC to do the task of inserting the IE’s amendments to the 

NP. This was unexpected as the Locality guidance states that the local council has this 

responsibility. Given the tight deadlines for the Plan to be submitted to the Council, (it 

needs to be reported on to the  Corporate Leadership Team for 3 June and with the Scrutiny 

Committee by 8th June for a meeting on the 17th June),  it was agreed that the Forum would 

do the amendments (which have now been done). Claire was thanked for doing this and 

Janet for double checking the document’s changes.  

3) It was agreed that the NF will produce a document something like a Question and Answer 

Fact Sheet to explain to the community the changes and the rationale for each one. We will 

take advice from SMBC and possibly Woodford NF on the best way of doing this.  

2) Timeline going forward 

3rd June: Corporate Leadership Team and Folio Holder meet   – NP to be reported on 

17th June:  Scrutiny Committee meets – NP, Design Codes and IE’s Final report to be with 

them by 8th June 

29th June: SMBC Cabinet meeting- NP discussed with questions and answers 

15th July: Council Meeting-  NP hopefully receives approval to go forward for referendum 



3) Funding  

1) Richard has submitted a grant request for this year. He received a phone call from 

Locality informing him the NF is entitled to a larger sum than expected - £1,678. In light of 

this Richard put together an amended grant application as follows: 

1.1 Professional fees to consultant £480 

1.2 Website £500 

1.3 Indemnity Insurance £130 (increased cost) 

1.4 Meetings, AGM, Referendum Open Day £150, Reviews£100 

1.5 Printing banners and posters for events and referendum £165 

Total: £1675  

2) After paying for the website, insurance and the consultant, the Forum will be left with 

£575 which will be enough to pay for the items in points 4 and 5 above.  

3) There were mixed views in a discussion on using our consultant to do a final Quality 

Assurance check on the Plan. Aron pointed out how important the document is for High 

Lane and the effort which has already gone into getting it this far. He was in favour of using 

the consultant for a final check and Richard pointed out that she could complete the 7 

minor points which Claire had identified as needing to be completed. It would also mean the 

Forum can point out the Plan has been triple checked if any issues arise during council 

inspections.   It was agreed that the consultant would be paid for half a day’s work which 

should be sufficient for the work remaining to be done.  

4) It was agreed that Emma Curle will be contacted by Richard to inquire about the 

possibility of raising funding through the Flexibility Fund which Aron had earlier applied for  

on the NF’s behalf. (Emma has been in touch since over this and is hopeful funding from 

some source  may be available. She is to talk with Richard).This could help fund the Fact 

Sheet referred to above and the Forum’s work going forward .  

4) Planning Applications 

Shores Farm has submitted an outline planning application for 4 cottages to be created in 

what used to be the stables. The Forum have not registered any objection to this as it seems 

a good use for the buildings.  

5) AOB 

1) A complaint re Consultation 16 has been received to the effect that SMBC did not  

properly publicise the Consultation. This is noted by the Forum.  



2) An article on the High Lane Plan in the Marple Review is to be placed on Facebook by 

Trish F. It will also be sent out to forum members with these minutes. It was agreed that the 

headline is not ideal or totally accurate but the article gives a fair account.   

3) Richard requested that Preparation for the Referendum be an agenda item at the next 

meeting.    

4) Notification of a 10 week Consultation (ending 2 August 2021) by the Local Government 

Boundary Commission on possible ward boundary changes  

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/27795 

6) Date of next Meeting 

It was agreed the next meeting will be 6th July by which time the council Cabinet meeting 

discussing the NP will have taken place and there should be material to report on. The 

meeting will be at Windlehurst – we have paid in advance for 3 meetings there and the next 

meeting will be the third one.  

 Date:  6th July 2021        Time:  7.30pm         Venue:  Windlehurst Church 
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